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For further information or interview requests, 

please contact:

Foodprint Project 

Sarah Rich & Nicola Twilley

+1 310.876.2427

foodprintcity@gmail.com


www.foodprintproject.com

Twitter: @foodprintcity

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Upcoming event: FOODPRINT TORONTO

Saturday, July 31, 2010: 12:30 – 5.00 p.m.

Artscape Wychwood Barns (map)
Foodprint Toronto is the second in a series of international conversations about food and the city. When you look at the city through the lens of food, what do you see? 
SAN FRANCISCO & MONTREAL – July 6, 2010 – On Saturday, July 31, 2010, from 12:30 to 5:00 p.m., the Foodprint Project will host the second event in its international series: Foodprint Toronto. Co-founded by Sarah Rich and Nicola Twilley, the Foodprint Project is an ongoing exploration of the ways food and cities give shape to one another. 

Following on the success of its first event, Foodprint NYC, which was held in front of a packed house at Columbia University’s Studio-X earlier this year, the program for Foodprint Toronto will include four panel discussions: Zoning Diet, a conversation about the ways zoning, policy, and economics shape Toronto’s food systems; Culinary Cartography, an exploration of what can we learn when we map Toronto using food as the metric, Edible Archaeology, a look at Toronto’s food history in the context of the present; and Feast, Famine, and Other Scenarios — a chance to speculate on the opportunities and challenges of Toronto’s possible food futures.

In order to create truly lively, passionate, and thought-provoking panel discussions, Rich and Twilley are bringing together a range of panelists whose work deals with the same issues from very different points of view. In addition to food producers such as First Nations fisherpeople Natasha and Andrew Akiwenzie, and practicing architects such as Lola Sheppard and Robert Wright, panelists include food activists (Kathryn Scharf of The Stop Community Food Centre), writers (John Knechtel of Alphabet City Media and Shawn Micallef of Spacing magazine, for example), policy makers (Barbara Emanuel of the Toronto Board of Health), food and beverage industry specialists (Michael Wolfson of the City of Toronto) and many others. 
Foodprint Toronto  audience members can expect an afternoon of debate that provides context for today’s food headlines and fresh insight into the challenges and opportunities of feeding the Toronto of tomorrow. According to Nicola Twilley, Foodprint Toronto’s co-curator, “With the Toronto Board of Health having just formally adopted a new city-wide food strategy, the timing couldn’t be better for a truly cross-disciplinary discussion that explores the past, present, and future of food and the city.” Co-curator Sarah Rich adds, “There’s so much we’re looking forward to talking about in Toronto: from the fight for street food to the transportation infrastructure of the Ontario Food Terminal, and from the evolution of school meals to the challenge of scaling up urban agriculture.” 

The Foodprint Project was born out of Rich and Twilley’s shared frustration that, despite the current proliferation of food-themed events, conferences, and debates, the hidden corsetry that shapes food and cities is rarely, if ever, discussed. Zoning, economics, infrastructure, culture, history, transportation, demographics, policy, access — all of these forces intersect within our food systems, which in turn shape and are shaped by the cities in which we live. As humankind becomes an increasingly urban species (the population of the Greater Toronto Area is projected to grow to 8.6 million by 2031), cities face a pressing and unsolved challenge: how to feed their citizens sustainably at scale? 

Foodprint Toronto is open to the public (with seating for up to 400) and will also be available to view online. It is curated by Sarah Rich and Nicola Twilley, and will take place on Saturday, July 31, from 12:30 to 5:00 pm. The program is generously being hosted by Artscape Wychwood Barns (601 Christie Street, Toronto, ON, M6G 4C7). For press requests, reserved seating, and more information, including a full list of panelists and a detailed program schedule, and footage and media clips from previous events, contact foodprintcity@gmail.com or visit the event website at www.foodprintproject.com.
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About Foodprint Project

Foodprint Project is an exploration of the ways food and cities give shape to one another. Founded by Nicola Twilley and Sarah Rich, the project is punctuated by a series of international events, beginning with Foodprint NYC in February 2010, and followed by Foodprint Toronto (forthcoming, July 2010)

-foodprintproject.com

Sarah Rich is a writer and content strategist specializing in new media, design, food and sustainability. She is a former senior editor at Dwell magazine, co-author of the book Worldchanging: A User's Guide for the 21st Century, and most recently a co-founder of 48 Hour Magazine.
-sarahrich.com
Nicola Twilley is a writer and the author of Edible Geography. With Geoff Manaugh, she is the co-founder of Future Plural and the co-curator of Landscapes of Quarantine, an exhibition on display at New York City’s Storefront for Art and Architecture during March and April, 2010.

-ediblegeography.com

Foodprint Toronto is made possible in part through the generous support of Virgin America.
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Foodprint Toronto is proud and grateful to be hosted by Artscape Wychwood Barns.

About Artscape Wychwood Barns

Since 2001, Artscape has been working in partnership with the City of Toronto and The Stop Community Food Centre to create the Artscape Wychwood Barns. Drawing on its own experience in creative community building as well as a rigorous examination of precedents from other communities in the UK, Europe and North America and an extensive process of community consultations, Artscape has transformed the historic Wychwood TTC streetcar repair barns located in Toronto’s St. Clair and Christie neighbourhood into the Artscape Wychwood Barns – a 60,000 sq. ft. multifaceted community centre where arts and culture, environmental leadership, heritage preservation, urban agriculture and affordable housing are brought together to foster a strong sense of community. The Artscape Wychwood Barns is surrounded by a 127,000 sq.ft new City park. Construction began in March 2007 and was completed in October 2008, with the Official Public Opening taking place on November 20, 2008.

- http://www.torontoartscape.on.ca/places-spaces/artscape-wychwood-barns
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Foodprint Project is a Future Plural event.

About Future Plural

Future Plural is an independent research lab, non-academic academy, and umbrella for creative collaboration. Founded by Geoff Manaugh and Nicola Twilley in 2009, its activities include the production of seminars, studios, events, publications, installations, and exhibitions that investigate spatial questions and propose intriguing responses.

Confirmed Panelists at Foodprint Toronto include:

(correct as of 07.07.10 — for updates, please consult www.foodprintproject.com)

• Natasha & Andrew Akiwenze, Akiwenzie’s Fish
• Laurel Atkinson, Program Coordinator, Not Far From The Tree
• Barbara Emanuel, Senior Policy Advisor, Toronto Board of Health, City of Toronto, and co-author, Cultivating Food Connections
• Mark Fram, Architectural Consultant, Designer and Urban Planner; Lecturer at University of Toronto

• Chris Hardwicke, Associate, Sweeny Sterling Finlayson & Co Architects, and designer, Farm City, Ravine City, and Velo-City
• John Knechtel, Director, Alphabet City Media

• Shawn Micallef, Senior Editor, Spacing magazine, and author, Stroll
• Darren O’Donnell, Artistic Director, Mammalian Diving Reflex

• Rebecca O’Neill, Department of History, University of Toronto

• Kathryn Scharf, Program Director, The Stop Community Food Centre, and co-author, Metcalf Food Solutions Report, In Every Community A Place For Food
• Lola Sheppard, Principal, Lateral Architecture, Director, InfraNet Lab, and Assistant Professor, University of Waterloo

• Jessica Duffin Wolfe, Arts and Books Editor, Spacing magazine

• Michael Wolfson, Food & Beverage Cluster Specialist, City of Toronto

• Robert Wright, Associate Professor, John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, and Design, University of Toronto
###

- 4 -


